
^ RIGHTS OF MAN. Par t II* 

•m3 adventurous, and heated with the falfe heroilm of a matter * 
who had ferved in a man of war, I began the carver of my own 
fortune, and entered on board the Terrible Privateer, Captain 
Death From this adventure I was happily prevented by the 
atfeftionate and moral remonftrance of a good father, who, from 
his own habits of life, being of the Quaker profeffion, mutt begin 
to look upon me as loft. But the imprefflon, mncn as « affeSed 
at the time, b»gan to wear away, and I entered afterwards in the 
K-ng of Pruffia Privateer, Capt. Mendez, and went with her to 
fea Yet, from fuch a beginning, and with all the inconveni- 
ence of early life againft me, I arn proud to fay, that with a per- 
severance undifmayed by difficulties, a diiintereftednefs that com- 
pelled refpeft, I have not only contributed to ratfe a new empire 
in the world, founded on a new fyftem of government, but I have 
arrived at an eminence in polical literature, the mod difficult 
<>f all lines to fucceed and excel in, which anftocracy, with all its 
^dds, has not been able to reach or to rival. 

Knowing my own heart, and feeling myfelf, as 1 now do, fu- 
nerior to all the fkirmiffi of party the inveteracy of interefted or 
aniftaken opponents, I anfwer not to faKehood or abufe, but pro- 
ceed to the delefts of the Engliffi government f. 


* Rev. William Knowles, matter of the grammar fchool of Thetford, 

n + Politics and felf-intereft have been fo uniformly conne&ed, that the 
world, from being fo often deceived, has a right to be fufpicious of public 
charafters • but with regard to myfelf, I am perfectly eafy on this head. 
T did not, at my firft felting out in' public life, nearly fcvcntcen years ago, 
■turn in v thoughts to fubjefts of government from motives of mtereft ; and 
my condua from that moment to this, proves the faft. I few anoppor- 
tunitv in which I thought I could do fome good, and I followed exactly 
what my heart diftated. 1 neither read books, nor ftudicd other people s 
opinions. I thought for myfelf. The cafe was this : 

' During the fufpenfion of the old governments in America, both prior 
to and at the breaking out of hoffilities, I was ftrucV. with the order and 
decorum with which every thing was conduced : and imprefled with the 
idea that 1 a little move than what fociety naturally performed, was all the 
government that was neccftary ; and that monarchy and ariitocracy were 
4 kuU and impoiitions upon mankind. On theie principles 1 published 
me oamphliet Common Senfe. Tlu fucccfs it met with was beyond any thing 
fmee the invention of printing. I gave he copy-right up to every ftate m 
ihr union, and the demand ran to not lefs man one hundred thou and co- 
pies. I continued the iubjeft in the fame manner, under the title the 
Cr (is. till the complete eftablifhment of the revolution. 

Aft.r the declaration of independence, Congrds unanimoutly, and un- 
known to me, appointed me fecretaryin the -foreign department, d his 
WlS agreeable to me, becaufe it gave me the opportunity of feeing into the 
abilities of foreign courts, and their manner of doing bufinefs. but a mii- 


awimes or rorcigu umus, «mu , A- At- rf *!,,.;«• 

\mderfo.adin° arifing between congrefs and me, reipecting one or tntir 
commiif oners then/m Europe, Mr. Silas Deane, I resigned the office, and 
echoed, at the fame time, the pecuniary offers' made me by the nu miter 
f France and Spain, M. Gerard and Don Juan Mirrallcs. 
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j had by thfotime fo completely gained the car and confidence or A - 
ric-’, and my own independence was become fo vifible, as to S ne P 5 ? 
*ange in political writing, beyond, perhaps, what any man ever poUein* 
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Chap. V. RIGHTS OF M AK,- gjr 

I begin with charters and corporations. 

It is a perverfion of terms to fay, that a charter give's rights. 

It operates by a contrary efte&, that of taking rights away] 

in any country ; and what is more extraordinary, 1 held-it undim irtifhed 
to the end of the war, and enjoy it in the fame manner to the. prefent 
moment. As my objedt was not myfelf, I fet out with the determina- 
tion, and happily with the difpofition, of not being moved by praife or 
cenfure, friend Ih'ip or calumniy, nor of being drawn from rnv purpofe by 
any personal altercation ; and the man who cannot do this, is not fit for a 
public charadter. 

When the war ended, I went from Philadelphia to Bordcn-Town, on 
the eaft bank, of the. Delaware,-, where I have a lmall place. Congrcfo 1 
was at this time at Prince-Town, fifteen miles* difitant ; and General* 
Waffiington had taken his head-quarters at Rocky-Hill, within the neigh- 
bourhood of Congrefs, for the purpofe of resigning up his com million, 
(the objedt for which he accepted it being accomplithed,).and of retiring 
to private life. While he was on this bufinefs, he wrote me the letter,, 
which X < here fubjoin. . 

Rocky-Hill, Sept; 10,1783,. 

I have learned fuYce. I have been at this place, that you arc at Borderr- 
Town. Whether for the fake of retirement or oeconomy, 1 know not.- 
Be it for cither, for both, or whatever it may, if you will come to this- 
place, and partake with me, I fhali be exceedingly happy to lee you at it. 

Your prefence may remind Congrefs of your paft fervices to this coun- 
try ; and if it is in my power to imprefs them, command my heft exertions 
with freedom, as they will be rendered chearfully by one who entertains 
a lively fenfe of the importance of your works, and who, with much plea- 
furc, fubferibes himfelf, Your fmcere friend, 

G. WASHINGTON. ^ 
During the war, in the latter end of the year 17S0 , 1 formed to myfeif 
a defign of coming. over to England ; and communicated it to General 
Greene, who was then in Philadelphia, on his route to the fouthward, Ge- 
neral Wafhington being then at too great a di (lance to communicate with 
immediately. I was ftrongly imprs (Ted with the idea, that if I could 
get over to England, without being known, and only remain in fafety 
till I could get out a publication, that I could open the eyes of the coun- 
try with refpedt to the madnefs and ftupidity of its government* 1 faw- 
that the parties in parliament had pitted themfelves as far as they coukl 
Co, and could make no new impreilions on each other. General Greene 
entered fully into my views ; but the affair of Arnold and Andre happen- 
ing juft after, he changed his mind, and, under ftrong appreheniions for 
my fafety, wrote very preffingly to me from Annapolis, ia Maryland, to 
give up the defign, which, with fome reludtance, I did; Socn aher this 
I accompanied Col. Lawrens, fon of Mr. Lawrens, who was then in tue 
Tower, to France, on bufinefs from Congrefs. We landed at L Orient 
and while I remained there, he being gone forward, a circumitance oc- 
curred, that renewed my former defign. An Englifn. packet from bal- 
mouth to New- York, with the government difpatches on board, was 
brought into L’Orient That a packet fhould be taken, is no extraordi- 
nary thing y but that the difpatches fhould be taken with it, will fo cely 
be credited; as they are always ftung at the cabin window, i n a bag leaded 
with cannon-ball, and ready to be funk at a moment. The fadt, how- 
ever, is as I have ftated it, for the difpatches came into my hands, and I 
read them. The capture, as I wa^ informed, fucceeded by the following 
ftratagem : — The captain of the Madame privateer, who fpoke Eiiglnn, 
on comiim up with the packet, paffed himfelf for the captain of an Englnh 
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